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been almost paralysed. The civil war in Ireland had come to
an end; the catastrophe had been accelerated by one of the
worst instances of Irish dissension that history records,
Ireland lay prostrate at the feet of Cromwell; the doom of
the great Puritan was sternly enforced. Some of the leaders of
the rebellion of 1641 had perished; some remained to fall into
the hands of the hangman. The religion of the great body of
the Irish people was proscribed, as idolatry to be purged out
of the land; the celebration of the Mass was made a crime;
not a few priests who tried to live among their flocks, and to
do their sacred office in secret, were carried off to the West
Indies and sold as slaves. This was the fate, too, of many
of the Irishry who had appeared in arms; merchants from
Bristol contracted for the odious traffic of shipping them to
Barbadoes for the planters; hundreds were doubtless thrown to
the sharks on the voyage; but the descendants of the exiles
are still known as what are called "the low whites" of the
island. The lot, however, of the great body of the Confederate
forces was less wretched; it was shared by numbers of Irish
Catholics who could no longer live in the land of their birth.
Ever since the days of Tyrone and Desmond Irish soldiers had
made their way to the Continent \ it was deemed good policy
by the English Council of State, to encourage an emigration of
this kind and to drain away elements that might become
perilous. From 30,000 to 40,000 men, who had served, for
the most part, in the late contest, were thus allowed to depart
from Ireland; they flocked to the camps of foreign Powers j
and they formed the first contingent of the host of Irish exiles,
bitter enemies of the British name for more than a century and
a half.
The subjugation of Ireland inspired Cromwell with a
project of colonisation and of settling the land, more general
and complete than had been ever thought of. The Long
Parliament, we have seen, had offered forfeited lands to